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Friends in Christ,
Have you ever wondered what makes a Lutheran Luzberan?

For some, being Lutheran means being German or Scandinavian. For others it is
having grown up in a small Mid-Western town. Still others think reciting the lit-
urgy is the thing that makes a Lutheran Lu#heran. Many define being Lutheran
through the Lutheran Confessions.

But, why Lutheran?

Most people know that Martin Luther preferred the term “Evangelical”. The
word “evangelical” means “defined by the Gospel.” His concern was that the
church proclaim and live by the teachings of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

That’s what makes a Lutheran Lutheran.

We know that it is impossible for us to obey God’s Law, His perfect and holy
Commandments. Because we haven’t obeyed His Commandments we deserve
nothing but “temporal and eternal punishment.” Yet God has had mercy on us
through Jesus Christ, and through his “innocent suffering and death” has given
eternal life to all who believe in Him.

It’s important to be a Lutheran Lutheran because so many - even many who call
themselves Christians - don’t know about this wonderful gift of the Gospel.
Most of you know I am a Lutheran by choice because I so firmly believe Martin
Luther’s teaching about the Gospel is the best expression of the Evangelical
faith. That’s why we call ourselves “St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church”.

Courage & Imagination,

Pastor Reagan






