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Welcome New Chamber Members

Ribbon Cuttings

The Chamber Red Coat Ambassadors were on hand
to help cut the ribbon along with the local, regional
and Rio Grande Valley JC Penney managers and staff.
Maribel Jacquez presented a check for $5000 to
Weslaco’s 4H club. JC Penney is located at 715
Expressway 83, phone number is 956-447-3500.

DDrr..  PPaabblloo  VVeerraasstteegguuii  DDDDSS  
Dental Design Solutions is an

advanced cosmetic dentistry office in
Nuevo Progreso, Mexico, offering zirconi-
um crowns and implants. The doctors
strive to offer their patients the most
advanced forms of treatments at affordable
prices. They are Located in Nuevo Progreso
just a half a block south on Benito Juarez
Street. For more information visit
www.vddsmx.com or call 956-463-6532.

AAbbiiddiinngg  SSaavviioorr  LLuutthheerraann  CChhuurrcchh
Abiding Savior Lutheran is a Christ-cen-

tered, Gospel-preaching church located on the
corner of 6th Street and Westgate.  If you are
without a church home and live in the Valley
area, we ask you to consider joining our fami-
ly at Abiding Savior.  If you would like more
information about Abiding Savior, please feel
free to contact us by calling 956-968-5228 or
www.abswels.net.

BBCC  MMoobbiillee  SSppaa
BC Mobile Spa is a mobile spa service

that is unique in every way, as it comes to the
client.  Using scientifically formulated person-
alized skin car and advanced anti-aging treat-
ments you will be pampered in the comfort of

your own home.  BC offers micro-dermabra-
sion, detox treatments, instant facelifts and
more.  For more information call 956-975-
0444 or visit www.beautipage.com/margie88. 

MMiicchhaaeell  LL..  TThhoommaass
Thomas is a retired furniture retailer

from Houston who has made Weslaco his
permanent home.  He has joined the
Weslaco Chamber of Commerce Red Coat
Ambassadors.  

KKEENNOO  CCaafféé  
The café started in 1933 by Odus and

Sara Barnett and has been at the same location
since.  The family owned restaurant is a
favorite in Weslaco offering Mexican and
American food.  Keno is famous for their
homemade Dixie Rolls.  Keno Café Located at
253 S. Texas Blvd.  956-968-2474.

SSeerreenniittyy  SSaalloonn  aanndd  SSppaa
Serenity is located on Westgate just

north of the Expressway.  As a full service
salon in a relaxed setting, the stylists are
ready to pamper and serve the community
with professional hair care, manicures, pedi-
cures, waxing and massage.  For more infor-
mation call 956-968-2900.

Recently, Lowe’s held a board cutting ceremony along
with the Weslaco Chambers Red Coat Ambassadors.
Representative Armando Martinez helped manager
Roy Sendejo cut the board with a gold colored saw. A
check for $1000 was presented to the Weslaco
Independent School District. Lowe’s is located at
1015 Expressway 83. Call 956-969-6030 for more
information.

Special  to  MVTC

The Weslaco Area Chamber of
Commerce presented the 2009 Annual
Banquet and Awards Luncheon at the
Weslaco Business Visitor Center with over
125 business and community leaders in
attendance. 

Board Chairman Braulio Gonzales of
Disability Networking Services handed over
the gavel to incoming Chairman Spencer
Bell, Holiday Inn Express. Gonzales and
Bell, assisted by celebrity emcee Letty Garza,
of KRGV Channel 5 News, announced this
year’s award recipients: 

VVoolluunntteeeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr:: Loli Gomez
Pena

OOuuttssttaannddiinngg  CCiittiizzeenn::  Lynn Carter -
Knapp Medical Center

BBuussiinneessss  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr:: Sixth Street
Market

BBooaarrdd  MMeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr:: Anabell
Cardona - Valley Grande Institute of
Academic Studies

WWoommaann  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr:: Bernardine
‘Bernie’ McCaleb - Jenks Floral

MMaann  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr:: Joe V. Sanchez
Loli Gomez was chosen as the

Volunteer of the Year because of her count-
less hours she spends serving the communi-
ty and the Chamber. She serves on the
board of the Weslaco Museum, American
Cancer Society and is a member of the Lions
Club. She has just been elected by her fellow
Red Coat Ambassadors as Chief
Ambassador for the Chamber.

Outstanding Citizen of the Year, Lynn
Carter was a founder for the American
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life as well served
on the founding board of the Aurora House.
Carter has participated many times in the
Texas Scholars Program which works with
local 8th graders in WISD. In her job, she
works with many volunteers, but has a spe-
cial way of making youth and seniors feel
appreciated. 

Sixth Street Market, the 2009 Business
of the Year, has successfully maintained the
community-corner-store feeling that its
clientele has become accustomed to over the
years. The market stocks the essentials for
that after work trip to the or for a weekend
party for 100. This is a family business
who’s principle owner, Leo Diaz, has been in
the grocery business most of his life and as

an entrepreneur he recently established a
food product distribution business.

Chamber Director of the Year, Anabell
Cardona, an entrepreneur with extensive
involvement in the business community has
been supportive of all the Chamber’s pro-
grams. Cardona’s strong belief in education
has been paramount in her efforts to keep
programs like Leadership Mid Valley and
Texas Scholars successful. She is deter-
mined to keep the Chamber’s efforts in the
community strong. As a non-profit organ-
ization the Chamber needs fundraising
efforts to supplement the programming and
Cardona chaired the First Annual Friends of
the Chamber Gala & Auction with the help
of several board members. The Gala was a
great financial success that allows the
Chamber to operate at its’ best. 

This year’s Woman of the Year, Bernie
McCaleb is the past president of the Literary
Review Club of Weslaco, a board member of
the Aurora House and former president of
the Weslaco Elks Auxiliary, as well as past
president of the South Texas Florist
Association. McCaleb is a Weslaco Chamber
Red Coat Ambassador and is currently the
First Vice President of the Weslaco Lions
Club. She is the proud owner and operator
of Jenks Florists in Weslaco.

Joe V. Sanchez, Man of the year for

2009, a product of Weslaco and former
Mayor, grew up in a migrant family in
Weslaco’s and realized that education was the
answer to getting out of the fields and into a
better life. After he graduated from
Weslaco High School, he went on to college
and kept going until he received his Master’s
Degree. He returned to his roots and
served over 30 years in the Weslaco,
Hidalgo, and Progreso Independent School
Districts as teacher, administrator and super-
intendent.

With support from the city, he helped
grow the Mid-Valley Campus of South
Texas College, providing an opportunity for
over 6,000 area students to attend college
right here in Weslaco.

Throughout his long career, he saved
photographs and tidbits of information for
the books he would write when he retired
from his service to the city. VIPs of the
Barrio No. 1 features some of the legendary
characters he knew while growing up. He
continues to write as time allows, and his
second book nears completion.

The Awards Selection Committee
for Outstanding Citizen award and the
Man or Woman of the Year is composed
of former award recipients. For more
information contact the Weslaco
Chamber at (956) 968-2102.

2009 Business and Community awards given by Weslaco Chamber

Weslaco Chamber Luncheon award winners: Business of the Year - Sixth
Street Market, Leo Diaz; Outgoing Chairman of the Board, Braulio Gonzales;
Volunteer of the Year, Loli Gomez; Citizen of the Year, Lynn Carter; Woman
of the Year, Bernie McCaleb; Man of the Year, Joe V. Sanchez and Director of
the Year, Anabell Cardona.

Weslaco Beautiful’s booth at the Green Living Festival
in McAllen.

Representative Armando
Martinez gave a very
informative and enlighten-
ing legislative update.
The setting at the Weslaco
Visitors Center was per-
fect for a relaxed and con-
versational morning.
Martinez was able to talk
to his constituents
answering many ques-
tions.

The Weslaco Municipal Police Association conducted a
seminar for women ages fourteen and up to learn about
effective ways to defend oneself physically as well as
techniques to avoid scary situations.

••  SSeerreenniittyy  SSppaa  aanndd  SSaalloonn ribbon cutting on Oct. 29 at 5
p.m. Located at 1400 N. Westgate.

• LLuunncchh  aanndd  LLeeaarrnn  --  TThhee  FFlluu  aanndd  yyoouurr  BBuussiinneessss - Nov.  3
at 12 - Weslaco Business Visitors Center 301 W. Railroad.

• Business After Hours Mixer - Dr. S.G. Krishnan, MD &
Associates - 1331 E. 6th Street at 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Upcoming Weslaco Chamber Events


